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Mrs. Bruner turns on music (ABC by Jackson 5) to signal to the students that PALS is beginning.  Students put materials away and meet Mrs. B at the carpet. She says “raise your hand if you can remember at least one of our PALS rules.”  All of the students raise their hands and teacher calls on various students to share.   Students say that they can only talk about PALS and only to their partner, they have to stay in their work space, they can only give put-ups and not put-downs, they have to give good compliments when they get to a compliment star on their paper, and they have to do their personal best. Several students say “do the right thing, treat people right.” Mrs. B asks the students what they should say if their partner makes a mistake. One child is called on and says, “you have to say stop, that letter is K and then you have to ask them to say it again until they say the right one. Only if they don’t say it you have to help them practice it and work on it until they just know it in their mind.” Mrs. B asks the students what they should do if they come to a trouble spot and neither partner knows what to do. A student shares that “you have to just raise your hand and wait until you [Mrs. Bruner] can come over and talk about your problem, but if you’re busy we have to just keep on waiting.” 

After reviewing PALS procedures, Mrs. B tells the students to move to their “special spot” with their partners. Each pair moves to their designated area and begins working on the games page in their shared folder. In one pair, one of the students (child 1) places a finger under letters on the page and asks the other student “what letter?” The student who is answering (child 2) replies with the letter names each time he is asked. Child 1 continues to ask her partner what letter? for 6 letters in a row and then when she arrives at a compliment star on the page, she says “super duper job!” Child 2 continues to identify each letter when child 1 asks until all of the letters in the section are named and all compliments are given.  At the bottom of the what letter? section on the games page, there are 4 smiley faces. Child 1 fills in one of the smiley faces and writes a point on a separate point sheet. Child 2 says, “I think we are going to get a lot of points this time!” Child 1 says “yeah. We are working really hard over here. I want to get a lots of points.” 

Then, child 2 begins asking child 1 “what letter?” and child 1 answers him. When child 2 points to the letter b, child 1 says “d.” Child 2 says, “stop. The letter is b. What letter?” Child 1 corrects herself and says b. Child 2 says “good job!” Child 2 continues to ask what letter? and child 1 continues to answer until the section is completed again. Child 2 fills in another smiley face and gives the group another point on the separate sheet. The students continue to take turns asking each other about the letter names until all 4 smiley faces are filled in.  Child 1 says to a student in another group “how many points do you guys got? We already got 4.” The student in the other group says “we have 3 but we’re almost done.” Child 2 says to child 1 “remember about that we are only s’posed to talk to our partners?” Child 1 says “oh yeah.” The students then move to the next section of the game sheet. 

Another pair (child 3 and child 4) is working on the what sound? section of the game page.  They have 5 points on their separate sheet already. Child 3 points to letters and asks child 4 “what sound?” Child 4 says sounds correctly each time she is asked. Child 3 says, “you rock” when she comes to a compliment star on the page. Child 3 continues to ask what sound? and when she points to a letter y, child 4 says /w/. Child 3 says, “stop. That sound is…um…I know it’s not /w/.  Hey Joey, what sound does y make?” Child 3 asks a student in another group for help and that student points to Mrs. Bruner. Child 3 raises her hand and Mrs. Bruner comes over after a few seconds. Child 4 asks, “does y make the /w/ sound?”  Mrs. Bruner says “no. Y says /y/.” Then Mrs. Bruner points to the letter y and asks “what sound?” to child 4. Child 4 says /y/. Mrs. Bruner turns to child 3 and asks “what sound?” Child 3 says /y/. Mrs. Bruner says “ Awesome Job! Do you feel okay about that one now?  That /y/ is tricky. We will just have to keep on working on it.”  Child 4 smiles and says “yep.” Child 3 continues to point at letters and ask child 4 to identify the sounds. The next time the letter y is presented, child 4 knows the sound right away. Once the section is completed, child 3 says “I’m gonna color this smiley face and then it’s your turn to be the coach. Give us a point on there.”  Child 4 says “I’m ready. What sound?” The pair continues to play what sound? practicing the letter sounds and giving compliments to one another like “right on!” and “two thumbs up!” 

Around the room, students are working together without much trouble or disruption. They seem to know the expectations and while they are busy working, Mrs. Bruner circulates around the room. She stops and watches groups for a few minutes and then continues moving around. One pair of boys is giggling and talking about playing outside. Mrs. Bruner walks by and asks the boys “Why is Mrs. Bruner worried about you?” One of the boys says that they were not talking about PALS but that they will start talking about PALS again. Mrs. B smiles and says “good thinking! I knew I could count on you.”  She then continues to circulate. The students are leading one another in repetitive practice of letter names, sounds and words, and Mrs. Bruner is able to move around the room as a support to her students.  The students seem to really enjoy PALS time!

